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English Stupidity Excused.

I do not claim it as a natural superiority in the Irish'
nation that it dislikes and mistrusts fools, and expects its
political leaders to be clever and humbug-proof. It may be
that if our resources included the armed force and virtually
unlimited money which push the political and military
figureheads of England through bungled enterprises to a
muddled success, and create an illusion of some miraculous
and divine innate English quality that enables a general to
become a conqueror with abilities that would not suffice
to save a cabman from having his license marked, and a
member of parliament to become Prime Minister with the
outlook on life of a sporting country solicitor educated by
a private governess, I have no doubt we should lapse into
gross intellectual sottishness, and prefer leaders who en-
couraged our vulgarities by sharing them, and flattered us
by associating them with purchased successes, to our betters.
But as it is, we cannot afford that sort of encouragement
and flattery in Ireland. The odds against which our leaders
have to fight would be too heavy for the fourth-rate English-
men whose leadership consists for the most part in. marking
time ostentatiously until they are violently shoved, and then
stumbling blindly forward (or backward) wherever the shove
sends them. We cannot crush England as a Pickford's van
might crush a perambulator. We are the perambulator and
England the Pick ford. We must study her and our real
weaknesses and real strength; we must practise upon her
slow conscience and her quick terrors; we must deal in
ideas and political principles since we cannot deal in
bayonets; we must outwit, outwork, outstay her; we must
embarrass, bully, even conspire and assassinate when nothing
else will move her, if we are not all to be driven deeper
and deeper into the shame and misery of our servitude.
Our leaders must be not only determined enough, but
clever enough to do this. We have no illusions as to the
existence of any mysterious Irish pluck, Irish honesty,